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Stepped terraces, architectural planting and clever lighting help to
seamlessly connect this outdoor studio to its surroundings

The designer

Garden designer Russell
Shekleton of KHS
Landscaping, (Khs.ie) has
over 20 years' experience
creating beautiful,
contemporary gardens

Before
Although a beautifully
designed and stylish
space, the outdoor room
was visually and physically
disconnected from the
newly renovated home
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Adding a garden room can give much
needed extra space without the expense
of extending. Thoughtful planting and
connective designs can make it a delight
to be in. The owners of this Clontarf garden
turned to award-winning KHS Landscaping
to help them realise their dream space.

What was the brief for the garden design?
"Having recently installed a Shomera
outdoor room (model S19) the family were
keen to create an appealing contemporary
garden around it. They wanted a design

that would enhance its aesthetic but also
establish a harmonious connection between
the structure and their recently renovated
1950s house," says garden designer Russell
Shekleton. "Our primary objective is always
to create a beautiful space that is sympathetic
to its surroundings; the finished garden
should look like it has always been there!

How did you get started?

“The main challenge was the garden elevation
which greatly exaggerated the height of the
Shomera when viewed from the living area.
To rectify this, we designed terraces with wide
granite steps to ensure an uninterrupted vista
and then strategically placed planters - a mix
of rendered block and Corten steel stuctures
- to soften the new line of sight.
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Tell us about the landscaping?
“Sustainable planting has become an
extremely important element of our

garden design. Here we used a variety of
architectural planting; two Amelanchier
lamarkii multi-stems are the pillars of the
garden, underplanted with evergreens,
bulbs and perennials for seasonal interest
and cushioned with repetitive large dome-
shaped Taxus bacatta. There was an old
block boundary wall which we rendered and
painted Off-Black by Farrow & Ball to make it
visually disappear into the background. For
privacy we constructed timber screening
with shadow gaps, attached climbers and
planted in front to create layers of softness.”

You've been very clever with the lighting?
“Lighting is very important in garden design,
especially when you've wall-to-wall glass
doors opening out into the space, like here.
To create the right ambience we used warm
uplighting for the feature planting and
bollards to diffuse the light on hard surfaces,
steps and ground planting.”

Final finishes touches? "When designing
any garden space careful consideration
should be given to furniture. Here we opted
for the Hay Palissade dining table and chairs
in black powder-coated steel. H
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“With any outdoor room,
it's important to get the sci
of planting right so the
structure doesn’'t dominate
’II,” and is better integrated®
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